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THE SECRET ACTIVISM MANIFESTO

| believe in Earth
| believe in compassion

I believe in the possibility of creating new, good stories about the world

Stories that will teach us to inhabit the Earth “gently and tracelessly”, mindfully living in the
world. Visual language has a great communicative potential, which facilitates building clear
meanings, available and transcending divisions. | keep wondering: How can | do it wisely,
do it right?

| believe in the (secret) activism

My direct and strongest inspiration comes from activists —"ordinary/extraordinary” people,
who have been rising to rebel, protest, often putting their health and lives on the line. The
area of my “statement”, however, is not that direct. | must admit | cannot muster enough
courage to get involved in face-to-face confrontation. Also, my attitude follows from

my intuition that peaceful, subtle but consistent action is also effective and necessary.
Expressed this way, the message may have a chance to reach groups other than people
open to protests, and therefore expand the effect of communication. | was wondering:
What do | call this attitude? Some time ago, looking through comments to Mikotaj
Smoczynski's works, | happened upon his text about the cycle “The Secret Performance”,
where he wrote: My attention reverted from ambiguous abstractions and focussed on

the area of self-discovery and existence. (...) | have never been a performer, and | surely
don't feel like one right now. | have never mustered enough courage or this specific
impudence, which are necessary to perform in public. (...) my actions have always been
for photography's sake only. The experience of one. What Smoczynski defined as a “secret
performance” meant documenting only the traces of his actions, his presence. Being an
activist requires character traits similar to being a performer, as he says, and | relate to his
inability to find them internally. At the same time, | do feel a strong need of joining the
voices contesting the anthropocentric vision of the world — and | participate, but in a more
gentle, slightly poetic manner, where you can find only traces of my protest. “The Secret
Activism" is a project for which | have created my works for several years, but it is also the
attitude | follow in life.

| believe that you are a secret activist too

| use the term “The Secret Activism” to define my own attitude in art and life, but | think it
could accurately describe activities of many people, also beyond the field of visual arts. It
complements and extends activism. In a subtle way, it appeals to people and shapes their
attitudes. Secret activism encourages the co-authoring of new, good narratives about the
world, to help us empathise and collaborate to build a better future.

| believe in cooperation — also above species

I believe (despite all) in humankind
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MAHI®ECT TAEMHOI AKTUBI3M

A Bipro B 3emnio
4 Bipto B cniBYyTTA

£ Bipt0 B MOXINUBICTb CTBOPEHHSI HOBUX i XOPOLUMUX iCTOPiN Npo CBIT

IcTOpIN, siki HABYaTb HAC 9K XUTU Ha 3eMni «4enikaTHO | He 3anuLiaryn crigy», yBaXKHOCTI
y cBIiTi. BisyanbHa MoBa Ma€e BenimyesHnin KOMyHikauiMHUn noTeHLuian, Wwo A03BONseE
CTBOPUTM NOBIOOMIEHHS, 3pO3yMirie Ta JOCTYNHEe ANs BCiX NoHag noginamu i 6ap’epamu. A
BCe Le Aymalo, siK Lie pO3yMHO BMKOPUCTOBYBATU, sik Oyae nobpe?

A Bipto B (TaEMHUI) aKTUBI3M

Moim 6e3nocepeaHiMm HaTXHEHHSIM € aKTUBICTU/KN — «3BMYaNHI/HEOPAMHAPHI» Noan, sKi
noYMHaTb OYHTYyBaTW, NPOTECTYBATK, YacTO CTaBNATb Mig 3arpo3y CBOE 340POB’A Ta XUTTS.
[MpoTe obnacTb MOro «BUPaXeEHHA» He Taka npsama. S TakoX 3i3Hatocsi — s1 He 3HaxXo4Ky B COOi
MY>KHOCTi MPOTUCTOATU NPSIMOMY B NPAMOMY KOH(MIKTi. MO€E CTaBneHHs TakOX € pe3ynbsTatoM
MOrO Big4yTTS, WO TOHKi, ane NocnigoBHi Ail Takox € edpekTMBHUMNU. MoXnnBo, Takui cnocié
BWCNOBIIIOBAHHA MA€E LLIAHC OXOMNUTY rpyny nogen, AeLlo BiAMIHHY Bif TUX SKi NPUCYTHI Ha
BIAKPUTMX NpOTECTaX, PO3LLMPIOOYM Aiana3oH nepekasy. 3auikaBnioe MeHe, sik Ha3BaTu Take
cTaBreHHs? AKuMCb Yac Tomy, nepernagatodmn ansbom M. Smoczynskiego, s HaTpanuna Ha
TEKCT, Y AKOMY BiH po3nosigas npo uukn pobit «The Secret Performancey, BiH nucas npo

ue: «Mos yBara 6yna BigBepHyTa Bif HEBM3HAYEeHMX abCcTpakKLin i 30cepekeHa Ha obnacTi
camoni3HaHHSA Ta ek3UCTeHUl. (...) A Hikonn He ByB nepdopmaTMBHUM MUTLEM, a TUM BinbLue
3apas He BigdyBato cebe HUM. A HIKonn He 3HaxoamB y cobi CMINMBOCTI YK Tiel cneunidHol
©e3copoMHOCTI, sika HeobxigHa ans Toro, Wob nocTtatn nepeq ayauTtopieto (...) Mol aii
3axam 6ynu nuwe gns dotorpadii. Bonn 6ynu goceigom ogHorox». [Ans Toro, wob 6ytn
aKTUBICTOM, HEOBXIiAHI Taki XX pUCK XapakTepy, SK i 4ns Toro, Wwob 6yt nepdpopmaTUBHUM
MUTLEM, SKi onucaB M. SmoczynsKi, i 9, Tak caMo K | BiH, HE MOXY 3HaUTU Ui pucu B cobi.

B Ton camun yac s BigdyBato cunbHy NoTpebdy npuegHaTUCa 40 rofnociB, sKi BUCTYNaKTb
NPOTN aHTPOMNOLEHTPUYHOIO BavyeHHs CBITY — i 51 Lie pobnto, ane Takum YNMHOM, LWob MoXHa
Oyno 3HanTu nuwe cnign moro npotecty. « The Secret Performance» — ue cdepa moro
AOCNIMKEHHA/NOLUYKY, ane TakoX Cnocid XUTTs.

£ Bipto, WO BU TaKOX ABNAETECHh CEKPETHOK aKTUBICTKOK / aKTUBICTOM

CeKpeTHMIN akTUBI3M BMKOPUCTOBYBABCSA MHOIO, LLO6 onnucaTty Mok BnacHy noctasy B
MUCTELTBI / B XXUTTI, ane s TakoX BBaXato, LLO Le TaKoX MOoXe ByTu TEPMIH, SIKUA Onucye
AisinbHICTb BaraTbox NOAEN, He TiNbKKU y cdepi BidyanbHOro mmcteuTsa. Lle gonosHioe/
po3LWmnptoe akTMBI3M. Lle fo3BoNde ToYHiLe gocaratv 4o No4en, Bnnsadm Ha (hopmMyBaHHS
X no3uuii. 3aoxo4youm ix 4O CNiflbHOro CTBOPEHHS HOBUX JOBpMX iCTOPIN NpO CBIT, siKi
AOMNOMOXYTb HaM CniBnepexnBaTn Ta chiBnpauoBaTu.

5 Bipto B cniBnpauro Ta B3aEMOPO3YMiHHSI — TaKOX BULle BUAIB

A Bipto (He3Baxaroum Hi Ha LWO) Yy NOAUHY



